Tonight I’m Gonna Party Like It’s… the End of the Season!
End of Season Awards That Are NOT Just Popularity Contests

Team:  

DANGER!
Age Group:

U14G

Coach:  

James Sullivan

Season:

(several)

Our team end of season party is all about the recognition. It’s not about who scored the most goals or who is the favorite player. Many times award ceremonies can turn into popularity contests, and that doesn’t help anything.

For our End of Season Party, we go to a local restaurant, and the whole party is giving out season awards. All our awards are given for measureable actions that we have recorded throughout the season. It’s our hope that by rewarding the things that make you a good teammate or soccer player, that the girls will focus more during practice, and that the actions will become habit. 

Our End of Season Awards include:

· Attendance (perfect, 1-shy, and 2-shy)
· Footskills

· Powerful Practice

· Most DANGER!ous Player

You can look at the article called “Motivation – Doing it for the Prizes” to see what the criteria are for each award.

We announce our All Stars so that the rest of the team can wish them luck. Representing your team at the All Star Tournament is a big deal, and we never liked telling the girls “You made the team, but you can’t talk about it.” It’s something to aspire to; and something that, when achieved, the girls should be proud of. We also want to promote a supportive atmosphere for the team, free from jealousy and envy. So we announce it, and the team cheers for them and wishes them well.
We do superlatives. I come up with something for each girl, and tell them what the superlative is… they have to guess who it goes to. This was a tradition started by their original coach. After 7 years… 14 seasons… the girls are still not tired of it. They insist we do it every season. Then we say something special about that player’s game over the season.
Of course since our season seems to be all about the goodies… the End of Season Party wouldn’t be complete without  a BIG cookie cake from Mrs. Fields (see picture below). Although last season Mrs. Field’s in Springfield Mall CLOSED (two days before the End of Season party!) So I made cupcakes. The soccer balls on top are mini Oreo cookies!
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The awards don’t have to be expensive. Our award for attendance was a Hershey bar. I make my own wrappers for Hershey bars with the team logo on it, and what award they are receiving. We gave BIG bars for perfect attendance, and normal sized bars for 1-Shy and 2-Shy Attendance.
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Sometimes I buy $10 gift certificates from Model’s for our 1st place winners. Because I do that, Model’s has donated water bottles and insulated lunch bags, one for every player on the team. So we have given those out at the end of the season too.

Coach Danny is Asian too. So one season we had specific themes for practices, so when we would go to scrimmage, if Coach Danny saw the girls doing what we practiced he would give them a “Cup o’ Noodles”.  At the end of the season, he surprised them and gave REAL Cup o’ Noodles to the girls who he felt did the best over the whole season.
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Award ceremonies can be really fun. So put your own team spin on the party and make it something to really celebrate!
The 2-Shy Club


Awarded for missing only two practices 


all season





Mary Smith
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